
Garbage Disposal Districts 
in Los Angeles County

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION



Overview

Los Angeles County Public Works 

manages the collection of solid waste  

for residents and businesses in 

unincorporated areas

o Four collection systems

o Contracts 29 private waste haulers

o Garbage Disposal Districts and Illegal 

Dumping



Garbage Systems in L.A. County

• Open Market
o Carts

• Residential Franchises (Est. 2007)

o Carts

• Non-exclusive Commercial Franchise 

(Est. 2012)

o Dumpsters & Roll-Offs

• Garbage Disposal Districts (Est. 1927)

o Carts & Dumpsters



GDD Collection System

Special District where waste 

hauler provides services to 

residential, multi-family and 

commercial properties

o 96-gallon wheeled plastic 

carts

o Metal dumpsters 



GDD Collection System

• Service level based on County 

Assessor land use data

• Service fees are paid as part of 

property tax with additional 

services paid directly to hauler

• Regulated by 

o Public Resources Code 49000 

o LA County Code Title 20, Div. 4A, 
Chapter 20.90



GDD Services 

Basic service includes:

• Trash, recycling and green/food waste collection 

• Bulky item collection 

• Annual cleanup events

• Compost and mulch giveaways

• Excess green waste and trash collection

• Illegal dumping services

o Sweeps for abandoned waste



Benefits of GDDs 

Everyone Participates

Combat Illegal Dumping

New Law Compliance

Additional Services



Everyone Participates

1 Refuse Unit =

6 Refuse Units =
Or

How Refuse Units 
are Assessed

3 Yard Dumpster



Everyone Participates

How Refuse Units 
are Billed

EXAMPLE:

$20/Month 
per    

Refuse Unit

0.5 Refuse Unit = $10 (Vacant Parcel)

1 Refuse Unit = $20 (Single Family Home)

6 Refuse Units = $120 (Restaurant)



Limitations of GDDs 

Funding Use

Low Bid Contracts

Mandated Services

Lengthy Creation



How to Establish GDDs

California 
Environmental 

Quality Act 
Clearance

Proposition 218 
Process

Local Agency 
Formation 

Commission 
Approval



GDD & Residential Franchise Rates

GDD

• $16.45-$27.60 
per month

• Average Cost: 
$22.58 

Residential 
Franchise

• $21.31-$45.67 
per month

• Average Cost: 
$26.49

Current rates for basic monthly service:



Contact Us

Monique Brackett (626) 300-3281 

mbrackett@pw.lacounty.gov

Steve Milewski (626) 458-3573 

smilewski@pw.lacounty.gov

Questions About the GDD Trash 
Collection System

mailto:mbrackett@pw.lacounty.gov
mailto:smilewski@pw.lacounty.gov

